GENEVA CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING &
PUBLIC HEARING
SEPTEMBER 18, 2023
6:00 P.M.

MINUTES

The Geneva City Council met in regular session on September 18, 2023, at 6:00 p.m. in
the Council room at City Hall. Members present were Mayor David Hayes and Council Members
Freddy McCoy, Rich Bixby, Mike Fountain and Daniel L. Coleman. Council Members Rufus
Lee, Kim Gillespie and Ryan Tidwell were absent. Also present were City Clerk/Treasurer Lisa
Johnson, City Attorney Jeff Gray, and various department heads and employees.

Mayor Hayes called the meeting to order.

Council Member Fountain gave the invocation and Mayor Hayes led the Pledge of
Allegiance.

With due public notice being sent by certified mail to property owners, along with posting
in public places. a public hearing was held at this time to address abatement for violations of
ordinance number 04-2021-02 on property located at 502 S. Clark Street.

Photos and an inspection sheet were presented as evidence of violations on 502 S. Clark
Street. City Attorney Gray reviewed the Dangerous Building Checklist and items noted which
were part of the notice to the property owner(s) and asked Building Inspector Wuest if he inspected
and completed the form and if that was his signature on the form and if the property was deemed
unsafe and a public nuisance. Building Inspector Wuest confirmed completion of the form,
verified it was deemed unsafe and a nuisance and verified his signature. He asked Code
Enforcement Officer Owens if he took the pictures on record and if the pictures reflected the
condition of the property.

Mayor Hayes opened the floor to discussion in favor of the proposed action to abate. Three
neighboring property owners spoke in regards to snake and rodent problems caused by the
condition of the property and stated they were in favor of the property being condemned and
removed.

Mayor Hayes opened the floor to discussion in opposition to abatement proceedings. No
one was present to speak in opposition.

Council discussed the issue.

Upon completion of the public hearing, regular session began.

Council Member Fountain moved to dispense with the reading and approve the minutes of
September 5 and 12, 2023. The motion was seconded by Council Member Coleman. The motion
to approve the meeting of the 5th was approved by a four (4) to zero (0) vote with Mayor Hayes
abstaining. The motion to approve the meeting of the 12th was approved by a three (3) to zero (0)
vote with Mayor Hayes and Council Member Bixby abstaining.



Attorney Letta Dillard Gorman appeared before Council regarding Ms. Tina Miller and her
request for a license to sell alcohol. Ms. Gorman gave a verbal testimony before Council in support
of Ms. Miller’s license request and presented a written copy for the record. No action was taken
by Council to enter the testimony into record.

Ms. Tina Miller addressed her request for a liquor license and a proposed amendment to
the City’s alcohol ordinance. Mr. Michael Cade spoke and asked if there was anything Ms. Miller
could do to address any concerns the Council had to get her license issued.

Ms. Miller and her Attorney asked that her right to a consideration before a final vote be
waived and that Council proceed immediately for a vote to issue a license to sell alcohol for QB’S
Sports Bar and Grill with the applicant through Adams Bar Inc.

Mayor Hayes called for the vote for approval of a license. Council Members McCoy.
Fountain and Coleman voted against the motion. Mayor Hayes and Council Member Bixby
abstained from the vote. Mayor Hayes stated the request for a liquor license was denied.

Council Member Bixby moved to adopt the following resolution:
RESOLUTION

A RESOLUTION ORDERING THE DEMOLITION OF A BUILDING OR
STRUCTURE LOCATED AT 502 S. CLARK STREET, GENEVA, ALABAMA,
PARCEL ID# 1809292027016000 IN COMPLIANCE WITH SECTIONS 11-40-30
THROUGH 11-40-36, SECTIONS 11-53B-1 THROUGH 11-53B-16, INCLUSIVE,
OF THE CODE OF ALABAMA, AND IN COMPLIANCE WITH ORDINANCE
NUMBER 04-2021-02 OF THE CITY OF GENEVA, ALABAMA; AND CALLING
FOR THE CITY TO CAUSE SAID DEMOLITION TO BE PERFORMED AND
DIRECTING THE CITY ATTORNEY AND THE CITY CLERK TO CAUSE THE
COST OF SUCH DEMOLITION TO BE CHARGED AGAINST THE LAND ON
WHICH THE BUILDING OR STRUCTURE EXISTS AS A MUNICIPAL LIEN OR
CAUSE SUCH COST TO BE RECOVERED IN A SUIT AT LAW AGAINST THE
OWNER OR OWNERS IF THE VIOLATION IS NOT VOLUNTARILY ABATED.

The motion was seconded by Council Member McCoy and was approved by a four (4) to zero (0)
vote with Mayor Hayes abstaining.

Council discussed a proposed budget for FY 2024. There was some confusion as to the
number of part-time employees discussed at the workshop for the recreation department.
Clarification was give that the Recreation Director was asked to choose between a part-time office
worker or additional maintenance employee but only one position was authorized.

A proposed budget which included the following was presented:

Equipment and capital expenditure purchases:

Defibulators (2) — Rescue $36,040.00
Fire hose — Fire Department $25,262.00
Various Small Equipment — Police Department $16,689.00
New Vehicle — Animal Control $40,683.00






